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Why are we learning English?

Many junior high school students may not like studying English.

This might be partly because they don't know what it really means to learn English. So,
why are we learning English at all? There are three reasons.

First, to communicate with people overseas, or people who understand English but not
Japanese.

You may say, ok, I know that, but I can download a translation app on my smart phone,
and I don't have to speak myself. Indeed, my friends often say so, and they try to justify not
studying English. However, I don't think I can communicate how 1 truely feel or what 1
really want to say in such a way. Showing translated messages on your smart phone will
take the place of speaking to someone? No, no, that is not what I want.

What is important is to look into the eyes of someone you are talking to, and speak
English even if your English is not perfect.

The second reason is to find and understand good things about Japan. Hey, you are
talking about English, so how is it related to finding positive things about Japan. You may
think that way. But imagine if you can speak English. You might be able to recognize the
beauty of Japanese language, or the charm of Japanese culture which you were not aware
of, through having conversations with people from different cultures or backgrounds.
Learning English is not just about English. It opens up a new window, a different
perspective to your own culture and country. You may be able to learn about yourself even
better by studying English.

And the third reason is that you will have more oppotunities in your future career.
Nowadays more and more foreigners are living in Japan or visiting here for business or
sightseeing. Speaking English is inevitable. You may come across a number
of situation in which English can be very helpful, whatever occupation you
have. For example, even railway station staff and convenience store clerks ?
will have the opportunity to use English, as customers are not always
Japanese. In this way, if you are prepared to speak English, the possibilities
are endless.

After finishing schools and university, I would like to be a nurse. I would
like to be ready to communicate in English with foreign patients who may g :
not be able to speak Japanese.
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